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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 



TETRA HOLDINGS (US), INC., 

Plaintiff, 



IMAGINE GOLD L.L.C., 



Defendant. 



COMPLAINT AND 
JURY DEMAND 

Civil Action No. O^ V TS^ 



Plaintiff, Tetra Holdings (US), Inc. ("Tetra"), for its complaint, states as follows: 

The Parties 

1 . Plainti IT, Tctra is a Delaware Corporation having a principal place of business at 
3001 Commerce Street, Blacksburg, Virginia, 24060. 

2. Upon information and belief, Defendant Imagine Gold ("Imagine Gold'*), is a 
Delaware limited liability company having a principal place of business at 60 Romanelli Avenue, 
South Hackcnsack, NJ 08628. 

Jurisdiction 

3 . This is an action for patent infringement under the patent laws of the United 

States. 

4. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 133 1 and 1 338(a). 

5 . This Court has personal jurisdiction over Imagine Gold and venue is proper for at 

least the reasons that Imagine Gold has a principle place of business and its princi pal business 

EXHIBIT 



address at 60 Romanelli Avenue, South Hackensack, New Jersey. Upon information and belief 
Tmaginc Gold is selling and attempting to sell the infringing products in New Jersey through 
distributors and retail stores, and through advertising such as the attached brochure. Sec Jix. D. 

Background 

6. Tetra is the owner of the entire right, title and interest in and to United States 
Patent No. 6,692,637 ("the '637 patent"). Ex. A. The '637 patent duly and legally issued to 
Tetra on February 17, 2004. The '637 patent claims a new and innovative dual density filter 
cartridge that provides improved water filtration. 

7. Tetra has recently learned that Imagine Gold has begun to offer for sale certain 
Dual Density Disposable Filter Cartridges, including its Bio 3 disposable filter cartridge. 

8. On March 1 , 2004, Tetra provided Imagine Gold with a copy of the '637 patent. 

Ex.B. 

9. In response, Imagine Gold advised Tetra that it was "quite familiar" with Tctra's 
products. Tmaginc Gold further admitted it was previously aware of Terra's patents and patent 
applications. Despite this, Imagine Gold has continued to sell its Bio 3 filter cartridge. 

Claim 1 (Patent Infringemenfl 

1 0. Tetra i ncorporates the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 -9 above as if set forth 
fully herein. 

1 1 . Imagine Gold, through making, using, selling and/or offering for sale in the 
United States certain dual density disposable filter cartridges, including at least Imagine Gold's 
Bio 3 disposable filter cartridge, for use in filtering aquarium water, has infringed the '637 patent 
(infringement defined under 35 U.S.C. § 271 to include direct infringement, contributory 
infringement, and/or active inducement of infringement). 
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12. hi particular, at least Imagine Gold's Bio 3 disposable filter cartridge infringes at 
least claim 17 of the '637 patent as detailed on the claim chart attached as Ex. C, the 
advertisement attached as lix. D, and the pictures of the Bio 3 disposable filter cartridge attached 
as Ex. E. 

1 3. Upon information and belief, Imagine Gold's infringement of the '637 patent has 
been taken with full knowledge and disregard of Tetra's patent rights, and is thus willful 
Accordingly, Tetra is entitled to enhanced damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284. 

1 4. Tetra has been damaged by Imagine Gold's infringement of the '637 patent and 
will continue to be damaged in the future unless Imagine Gold is enjoined from infringing this 
patent. Tetra docs not have an adequate remedy at law and will be irrevocably harmed unless 
Imagine Gold is enjoined, 

1 5. Tetra has satisfied the notice provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 287. 

Demand for Relief 
WHEREFORE, plaintiff demands the following relief: 

(a) a judgment that Imagine Gold has infringed the '637 patent (infringement 
defined under 35 U.S.C. § 271 to include direct infringement, contributory infringement, and/or 
active inducement of infringement); 

(b) a judgment that Imagine Gold has willfully infringed the '637 patent; 

(c) a judgment and order preliminarily and permanently enjoining Imagine 
Gold, its officers, directors, agents, servants, employees, attorneys, and all others acting under or 
through it, directly or indirectly, from directly or indirectly infringing the '637 patent; 

(d) a judgment that Imagine Gold shall pay damages with interest; 

(e) a judgment that Tmaginc Gold shall pay three times any damages awarded 
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for its willful infringement of the '637 patent; 

(0 a judgment that Imagine Gold shall pay the costs of this action (including 
all disbursements); 

(g) a judgment that this case is exceptional pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285 and 
lhat Imagine Gold shall pay Tetra its reasonable attorneys fees; and 

(h) such further relief as this Court may deem just and equitable. 



Demand for Jury Trial 

Tetra demands a trial by jury of all issues so triable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DRINKER BTDDLE & REATH LLP 

By 




Robert M. Vinci (RV 1 536) 
500 Campus Drive 
Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 
Telephone: (973) 549-7075 
Facsimile: (973)360-9831 



and 



Mark D. Schuman 
John M. Berns 

MERCHANT & COULD, P.C. 
3200 IDS Center 
80 South Eighth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612) 332-5300 
Facsimile: (612)332-9081 

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF TETRA 
HOLDINGS (US), INC. 

Dated: March 16, 2004 
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CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO L. CIV. R, 11.2 

in accordance with Local Civil Rule 11.2, 1 certify that the within matter is not the 
subject of any pending or contemplated court, arbitration or administrative proceeding, and that 
there arc no other parties who ought to be joined in this action. 

DRTNKBR BIDDLL & RE ATI I LLP 




Robert M. Vinci (RV 1536) 
500 Campus Drive 
Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 
(973) 549-7075 

Attorneys for Plaintiff Tetra Holdings (US), Inc. 



Dated: March 16,2004 
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DUAL DENSITY FILTER CARTRIDGE the porous wall. Therefore. ■ need exists for filter cartridges 

providing mcchiakal filtration Using high density (or, high 

FTPI r> np thp iwvi KTrrriM SUf£u * walb to "ap*** Ibc filtration of finer 

FIELD OF THE INVLNTION cOAUnrinants without s corroding laxJcrtlioo in the 

The iflvemioa relates to aquarium filers providing 1 ^K"^ f *k of the filter artridfec as « whole, 

improved mechanical water filtration wfttout accelerating Tbc prc&ou inventors luvc discovered that fitter car- 

thc rale of clogging. The present ixtveatbo also relate* to badges incorporating caul density fibers, comprising a tow- 

methods of using such fillet*. density (surface area) in -flow porous waD and a high-density 

(surface area) outflow porous wall, provide improved 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 10 »«n*nical fihrattoo without accelerating cloggzog. 

Aquarium filler systems which cootionously cumulate * P"*™ invc<,lio0 « to 

w^r froo an squariun^gh a m^SalXC ^J^^"^ . 
back to the aquarium arc well known in the arL One such ST ™»* present invention b to provide filter 

.ypcofRquariumnUtersyatemuirepr^ IS C * nf * J ^ «»P«>Ve n*wbankal nUratloo without 

type system which employs a small container comprising a ******* lhc <*WDg <* toe filter cartridge, 
filter mounted on the side of toe aquarium. The water from A ftinhcr "P*^ of toe present invention i* lo provide 
the aquarium i* drawn by mean* of a water pump, it flows ^ cartridge* comprising a plurality of filter walla pro- 
through filter medium in the container and is then returned T™ £rom P° WUl materials, with etch wall varying in 
to the aquarium. The filler medium is usually m the form of 2d density or surface area such that the density or surface area 
elements of activated carbon or charcoal and flurry masses cf *** fi)ler walts in the direction of water flow, 

of syotheiic resin fibers. ' These and other advantages arc accomplished by the 

Examples ot externa] -type filter systems can be found to t ' re * CIJl ; cvcmiod will be further detailed to tbc following 
VS. Pat No. 3,513.978 to Newswdoj and V-S, Pat. No. dc *«^w>- 

3^25.435 to Conner, both of which are herein incoiporaied 25 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

by reference n then entirety. 

U« Newsteder system uses two Separate cwpanmeuts, aJzJE?* ^ utkM « Utes to 
eacbfiDcd withadifcrenlflltcriiuisunsunc*^ ^pnsmg: 

filtering material and charcoal rtspectivelyl The water ' * f ft£pOn*« filter wall for filtering liquid Bowing bio 
flows though the fibrous material and then through the * , fiber 4nd 

charcoal before going back to the aquarium. In this type of b * * ******* pwous filler wall for filtering liquid flowing 
filter, however, the compartment holding the charcoal must out of the finer article 

have Very restricted Openings to prevent any charcoal from wherein the density or surface area of the first porous filter 
passing through openings into the aquarium. wall is teas than the density Or surface area of the second 

Tue Conner filter uses a perforated top with a dependent 35 P P??^ t £? ,1L Mtmo * «f Using the disclosed filter are 
filter bag thai is filled with charcoal The flow of the water p?? 

is oWd through the top, out through tbc bag walla and then ^ r _. . mmmlmMA ... _ , tl 
back into the lank. TUc Gamier filler U wholly disposable. constructed with laterally projecting *epa- 

Tuc filter, however, lacks a natchamsm for oiecbaiiSry « ^ ^ ***** icrasa *° filler cart *te> lnd 

physically filtering water prior to passuig ibrongh the char- 1 T d ^ tttM3n to tJ* flow of lb* 

c*aLCouscqueduUe tier altowswa^ partidJ to enter ^Ij^i^ to Cause only minor 

Ibc interior space of the filler and, thereby, reducn file ^ ^ » ^ 

eflectivene^oftbedurcoaL Specifically. ?M ^h^h^ ^1^5? ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ spaoe 
can block (or occlude) the surface of aiorbenu hie char- . ^£J^LZ2* 7**5 ^ » *° 

coal and activated cached and, thus, reduce their capacity to " ^^JS^^S^ V^l^ ™ L ™* 
surface adsorb disserved gases and mito*. mere tsed surface area aoViiliooaLly provides a wppen medi a 

Another type of aquarium filter » the internal or under- tS^TTZ^ ^ - 
water filter. Acontainer is provided which include a fiEr J^^^fF^^ ^tnal stmrmre for the 

medium such as activated carboTor cbaicoaTa^ M A^rdingly, water 

mass of synthetic rcsm fibers. An air lift U provaM s^oflhfate^ 

catending vertically up from the container, and air is>mpcd u^ertS ° f 

down inw the base of the air lih frnm » ^1^™ we filter cartridge and, finally, cxa through the out-flow filter 

TwL K^f !^ IT ?J!f^ T* 1 tir ^"P- wail on the opposite side of the filter cartridge. The in-Bow 

inc au ruti Which, in Dim, induces water fiow ntO the fitw o^ii «nhT7B** ~^u"zl\L * » 

eonui-er. ^ U,tt the w«* puses tbrough the fit«r „ L ^ ^rtj^U ^ TZ^i 

b^unw filing ibe fltt.rnKdi.Q, provides virtu, cilly disposed wUhl* the fikr c Wid^ -flS, 
iyp«of fiknutm Ktivily. As (be wucr Bow, through, fikcV wXftHm out «ulk< awJnSSdT 
porou wd, OMdnaed flltrttioo of Uk wtter occurs with F(«u«, mit^bk lot tec herein *re deroribed b detul in 
ihe wilU icung „ , ^ reuioiog too »lid w^inituau. « P«. No. 5J0S3.J25 to wai£og« «Thetto 
live meetunici) filtering cupibility of U»i» -devo^ype" ntcd by rtfereoc to it, eotirety 
inech»nwm locrcee* ft»r finer oootomin»nts k tho tuface Filler Wills 

»W» Of the porous will i«xe««$ «nd the pore ii» of tbc Toe filter Cutridge* of (be present invention comprise it 
^■ngs cr , n ^rstK« decreese. the derait, of fe^ hro fita, wdfc*Tbe fiWwSTofftc p^bveotioo 

°c.l " U W«g of smUler « «re. prefcrAly, eettprbed of , wu«r fSlTZowl 

piracto. Sueb tocrease, u, die surfsc, ,r« of the porous filter mcmbnne cuteriiL The density or ttiA«GiKtoftb« 
«.U. however, »Uo results to Kttktited ctogging r.tm of fitter merobrue mtterul difiem from one £l« wTu to be 
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lieu, wiih the first filter Will (or the filler wall receiving the first or io-ftow filter walls, provided that the blend of 
incoming wmct) having ■ tower density Or surface ire* than fiber denies for the first We? wSJ I is less than the blend of 
It* wood filter wilt Water exiling the lower density or first fiber deniers. 

filler will will contain fewer particulates, thus, reducing the The blend of fiber* b the first wall will have a significant 

surface loading on the carbon ind enhancing its effective S portion of longer and larger denier fibers than the second 
life. The higher density out-flow or second filter wall, in waU - 

turn, fillers Ihe finer waste pa/tkutues as wed as prevent Polymeric Foam Materials 

carbon from being carried out of the filter by the water flow A** 0 hereto arc polymeric foam materials. Useful 

into the aquarium, polymeric mam materials include those polymeric sub- 

The membrsne can be formed of an open web of closely 10 coDvcnlioaally Used in preparing poly met bams 

spaced and randomly disponed fibrous or filamentary sub- u P°*> weth4Qcs t including a poryetper^yureihaoe 

Stances andfor polymeric materials which form a fam i U JL V ° ly ^ r F*yun(htm foam; 

3-dttneosioDal matrix and provides for numerous interstices 0k , P 0 * 71 ™^ such as a polypropylene or 

or pores defining water passages. Any filter material of ffl n ^u!LJ £ "f "K'^b po *T m . " 

stance suUable for forming SUOh matrices, btoticcs or 15 [t^^A^^^^i E^S? °* 'TPT 

pores can be used 10 form the filter wauTof the present ^1 wL^^^k f 

invention. Passage of the water throng the intersticesT^ ttfifi^^ 

membrane m«eriai causes rnechanlcal filtration of the waur urttiutlc u J^l^^t^^S\sl 

by the fiber walls retaining solid w»tc and other contami- Preferably, the polymer w fiT 

nants. Increaatng the density or surface area of the porous » lo the case of polymer foams (c.£., reticulated foams) 

material increases the mechanical filtration capability of (be density, as used herein in connection wilh py W r foams! 

filter wall for finer particulate contaminants, means m pore* per inch (ppi) associated with a particular 

Suitable porous membrane materials include a variety of foam. Higher or high density polymer foam filter watts 

water insoluble substrate materials. Particularly useful as the preferably have densities of from 20 (or about 20) to 45 (or 

porous materials in me present invention are reticulated & about) 45 ppi, more preferably from 25 (or about 25) to 30 

foams, synthetic resin fibers, nonwoven fibrous materials (<* about 30) ppi while low or lower density polymer foam 

and mixtures thereof. filter walls preferably have densities of from 10 (or about 10) 

Nonwoven Fibrous Material: to 30 (or about 25) ppi* more preferably from t5 (or about 

A detailed discussion of nonwoven fibrous materials can -bou< ^ PP^ 

be found in Ricdel «Noawovcn Bonding Methods and 30 - "52 cutfi<3fic ™ be i*«rt«d in an external or an 

Materials," ttonwove* UfcrM (1987); The Encyclopedia ^^f 1 " 1 J™f apparatus such as a corner or bottom filter 

Americana, vol 1 1. pp. 147-153, vol 21. pp. 376-383, and ™ ™* J wdis «? ***** fonn of an envelope, 

voL 26. pp. 566-5*1 (1984); U.S. Pat. No. 4,891.227, to ^^I^^Z^IT^^J^ *C 

Truman el al, issued Jan. 2, 1990; and VS. Hi No. ^S^t^^X^SJ 2* filtonoj app^alus along 

4391,228 and US. PaL No. 5,686,088 to Milra el aU Issued U ^^u^ 

Nov u 1007. us Pii Nn um-* -» .^^!^ a ?T f0f * tokr *«* matching between the filler car- 

oT 7 w YtT *Jr JiL £ £ ?^ ^ *>T? tridgcandibe *l*r device and also prevents breaking or 

Oct. 7, 1997; at! of which are herein incorporated by scratching the wall of the filler device 

Z ^J? ******* 1* term "density" as used herein Optionally, the filter cartridge of the present invention cao 

in ccnncctiun w,ih nonwoven fibrous materials, means the be designed lo hold particulate filter materials such as 

numher of pore&or intureticcsper unit measure (i*., volume 40 charctuL activated Carbon or mixtures thereof 

or length) of a porous wall such thai higher density porous The filler cartridge can be used u 1 filtering device by 

walls have more pores of Various sizes, and preferably itself by causing a now of 1 be water through the filter 

smaller pores* per unit volume than lower density porous cartridge. 

"Lerably. the nonw^cn fabric materialof the filrer walls 45 „ ™ DESCRIPTION OF THB DRAWINGS 

has a weight per unit length ranging Iraqi 2 (or about 2) ox " j 15 i° c ^ lodcd I*»spective view of an aquarium 

per linen yard to 15 (or about 15) or per linear yard, more jl™^ * ***** **** wtridg^ of the present 

preferably from 2 (or about 2) 02 10 5 (or about 5) ox per ""SJ^^fL . lt 

linear yard and most preferably 2-5 (or about 2J) ox 10 3 75 n £ 2 *V F gx ^ y ea * lodcd Dcn ^ v « *kw of me filter 

(or about 3J5) oz, ' * W M «=^fl* of h* invenlkm wM ^ 

The nonwoven fibrous material making Up the in-flow CT 2' 3 " *° wt P toaVd P* 1 ***^** view of the filter 

(first) andout.flow(or,secorad) filter walk am tisUogwsfaed Ct ^^i . 

by the fiber deeJers used to form them. Preferably, the 4 w 1 ^lAo* perspective view of the filter car- 

nocwoven fibrous materiali making up the fiat (or in-dow) "Tdges; 

filler wall comprises a blend of finer denier* ranging from 4 s* HG, 5 is a inflow perspective view of the filter cartridges; 

(or about 4) to 20 (or about 20) denier, and between 1 (or KG- * * a vertical, cjoss^settional view along lines 6—4 

about 1) and 4 (or about 4) inches bog, and more preferably of 4 of the filter cartridge; 

from 6 (or about 6) (0 15 (or about 15) denier wiih kmjlhs FTG, 7 is a horizontal cross^cctioml view along lines 

between 2 (or about 2) and 3 (or about 3) inches, resulting 7—7 of FIG- 4 of (be filter cartridge; 

in a "low or -tower* pore density filter walls. to FIG, 8 is ■ partially exploded perspective view of sn 

In contrast, the nonwoven fibrous materials making up the alternative embodiment of the filter cartridge of the invert 

second (or ouiflow) filter wall comprises a blend of fiber tioo wWi the frame partially removed using two clips lo bind 

deniersrangina from 1 (or about 1) to 8 (orabouteT) denier, flaps,- 

aod between 1 (or about I) and 4 £r about 4) mcfaealong. HQ. 9 is a outflow perspective view of an alternative 

and more preferably from 2 (or about 2) to 6 (or about 6) as embodiment of the filter cartridges using mechanical bind, 

oeujer w,th lengths between 1 (or about I) and 2 (or about ings to bind (be bottom and side perSeiers of toe filter 

2) inches, resulting m pore densines ^ higher** than those of walls; 
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DESCWnONOF ONE PARTICULAR direct oi flow when the cartridge 1 U io use. TTktc tire 

EMBODIMENT similar Gauges or separators 10 extending from side portion* 

Refening to FTGS, 1-9, there is shown the filler cartridge <*flbefrinw 

1 of the. invention, Hie cartridge includes the (rime 2 tad A 10 Use. Uk fraae is posiliooed within the fiber envelope 

filler envelope 3. Cbtrcoal or otter filtmion material 13 can 5 '* ^ *t*»nd treatment maleriil such 4s activated carbon or 

be placed into the envelope. Auooal U maybe added to ibc envelope tod the flap*? are 

ire. drib, «o the fiber ««leriaU l^h^T^T, ^^'S 

/tv,, n . . , . * SST * . . awwgv i wmblccL The Clip 12 is U-shaped and is snapped over the 

Sri?i*s3^V!Z£f * *2?*"J* QlpS 7w *» *°y "".been bU*^TMto£S£ 
VS. Pat No. SAVJ.125, previously incorporated by refcr. fl* fi lps towlf< , 0B - -anther ±ta h-u;.- ,^"r~, 

filter wall. lwetsi.fi filler w7 density fa tlKon£ ^^5^.?^ ^TJ? firt, ' hrou « h * ^ 
however. »ho accelerates the clogging. The p^ejiW * ItT^ ^/f"^ 61 ^ * *<* 
ton have found thai by coatotoingTfiSt fllter^UorTr^ £^ *7* gh ^opt^omlly, treued by the carbon or 
of traditional densityfVg.. Out of the Bb-B«r« tor fih« ^? fik " U00 "* k,U pUoKl to ,be «""«• 

ing incoming aquarium™*, wfth . setnX wsfi of ST water uW through (he «™d flher wall 

higher fcnshy <br surf,,* are.) tor tlie3el tto7w^Ln "f^ 0 ™^*^?." "* rf,oc " c » *=» «"««r 

effectiveness H increased, wiaiTj^^TeS » ^^"E** T^T* fil ^° f <T ^ 
rate ofUie filter emrldfie. jri. additionally, „*ncts the passage of charcoal puticfc, 

hr ^ fc ^ lteWllK JEkfi^ 
joined together using conventional binding technologies erwfag clogging, w^c wuuoui iooi. 

Krimete^^^ 11 The filler cartridge can be used in connection with an 

aecoodfiltcrwalli^^^ofthTVeseni inventiooniy b« 7^^.*^'?'* ? filter unemhlyconiprining 

joining the periphery by any nS rf^ZE XSlSffirr: 

file fitter^! * ta " * tata »» 0f «** «»o«gh pomp assembly 17 and drive Onlur 20 which 

" , . are mafioelically couokd as desatxd in US Pii No 

deSb^fe '•t^S^*^^**^ « S^^to^aon^ aL. herein incorporeted by re^ 
defining a f fl mc fonn^l by lop portion 4, bottom portion 3 eoce in its entirety. Pump assembly 17 caobe. opttonnOy 
uS^hTSSLf ZZZ? 0 ^!**}"**". 1 '" clipped with a sti ai*r21 », the inute end ^^^1 
^r^Lv^«7 t P e , d8f ,?. f ^5^5° 4 " P-ffinginfohorntherobjectt which may jam or damage the 
Al creatively, the flaps 7 can be integrally molded with the impeUcr u the pump. The eq^riua, wii, is r^J) 

poraon, of plastic wh,d. are flexible and msist faligne flow, into the mechanical filtering cbZTlt j£ riW 
fa^.Inu,y event, the ^c^ybetUsct^ la any known w«er level to fire mectonicsl filtering chamber lfiES 
, . L _ . , «f* (insured) filter cartridge land the bsck wall 18 and the 

traversing the unenor of the peripheral frame are * Ibroe of gravity causes the water to flow through the first 
K,^ y .l! *f P" 1 ^ \ ^f^" 9 aU>ai Ut " in " 55 P°™= wall 3a. The w..er pawing throogh the firTfil^r w,ll 
beyond the font nod back of the frame surface in the or panel 3« is mechanically cleaned of reUtivnly Urge 
dueetion Of flow of (he water being filtered when toe cootaoinaruapsrticuUles in a sieve-like manner. 0» 
cinndgs lrsin ine. InFIOS. 1-3, the sepintors areahown within rhe filter envelope 3. the wstcr is ftirther cleansed by 
AiJ^L 2? T"^ ^ * T ,OW < hk * oa * *«• optinnsl, filter material U carbon) within the 

auecuori perpenduaiUr to the plane for med by the perimeter to envelope 3. The water then passes through the second filter 
ot the filler frame. This minimizes the surface area which is waflcrpanelSonndissnl^toiaeoiodandtoierfltoadon 
S*.^ to™*}** water being filtered when the stage. The water passes through the filter cartridge to the 
cartridge I is in we. The separators « have a width which is biological fitter chamber IsTod, fa one embodiment, is 
one^alf to three-quarters of an inch for a filter envelope 3 returned back into the aquarium by means of a siphon. 
«p^to, S^Le^^t*. ^ ^."?* h0 L t « When U.e filter cartridge 1 become* ctoggeTwiU. 

t 2.1 f dJ , cee,10n P«^«o*»lar to (he contaminants, it fe removed, the envelope 3, lb? optional 

Plane of the perimeter defining frame; that is. parallel lo the carboaaod other filtrMreWaleritl are dfaiiidlj i £w 
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envelope 3 positioned on Ibc frame. New carbon and other 
filtration in* tc riil can be, opaoniUy, placed within the 
envelope 3 tod Ok filler cartridge 1 is repliccd in grooves 
30 and the filtering proceu continues, 

& should also be appreciated mat the present Structure 1 
provides that the frame is infernally of sod slidable with 
respect to, the envelope. There is 00 permanent attachment 
between tbe (rime aod the filter envelope. As a result, no 
portion of (be envelope is wasted because of requirements 
for tbe envelope attachment to (be frame. This allows the 10 
envelope to be filled with more material. 

Preferably, tbe separators 9 are thin so mat they don't 
impede the flow of water through tbe filter envelope. They 
also, preferably, extend laterally forward and behind the 
frame aurfaee |o adequately space apart the waDsof the filter 15 
envelope. 

What is claimed is: 

1 A water filter article comprising; 

a) a first porous filter wall having a first density configured „ 
to mechanically filler lirjaad flowing into the filter 
article; and 

b) a second porous filler waD spaced apart from the first 
porous filter wall the second porous filter wad having 

a second density configured to mechanically filler tiq- M 
uid Mowing out of the filter article; 

c) wherein the first density of tbe first porous filler waj] is 
kg* than the second density of tbe second porous fUVr 

win. 

2. A filter article according to claim I, wherein first and 30 
second filter walls are comprised of a water permeable filler 
membrane material 

3. A filler article according to daim 2. wherein the filler 
membrane material is selected from the group consisting of 
donwovtn fabric material, polymeric foam material and 35 
mixtures thereof « 

4. A filter article according to daim 3, wherein the filter 
wall comprise* a oOnwovco fabric material. 

S> A .filler article according to claim 4, wherein the 
nonwoven fabric has a fabric weight per unit length ranging *o 
from about 2 to about 15 o* per linear yard. 

6. A filter article according to daim 5, wherein the 
nonwoven fabric material of (be first filler Wall comprises a 
blend Of fiber denicrs ranging 6om about 4 lo about 20 



fa) a second porous filter wail for filtering liquid flowing 

out Of the filter article; and 
c) a frame positioned between the first and second porous 
filler walls for providing structure to the filler; 
wherein the density or surface area of tbe first porous 
filter wall is less than tbe density or surface area of 
the second porous filter Wall. 

14. A water filter article according to claim 13, wherein 
tbe frame is configured 10 provide bacterial growth fer 
biological filtration. 

15, Ad aquarium water filter article, comprising; 

a) a first porous filter wall tor Altering liquid flowing into 
the filter article; 

b) a second porous filter wall for filtering liquid flowing 
out of the filler article; and 

c) a frame positioned between the first and second porous 
filter walls for providing structure to the aquarium 



7. A filler article according to cUim 5. wherein the 
nonwoven fabric material of the second filler wall comprises 
a blend of fiber denicrs ranging from about 1 to about 8 
denier. 

8. A filter ankle according to claim 3, wherein the filter 
waD comprises a polymeric foam material 

9. A filler article according to claim ft wherein the 
polymeric foam materials of the first filter wall has a density 
of from about 10 to about 25 ppi. 



wherein (be density or surface Ifea of tbe first porous 
filter wall is less than the density or surface area of 
the second porous filter wall, 
lft. A water filter for filtering water m an aquarium, the 
water filter comprWog; 

a) a mechanical filtration element (nctoding a replaceable 
filler article, the replaceable filter article having: 

0 a first porous filter wall having a first density; and 
u) a second porous filter wall spaced apart from tbe first 

porous filler wall, the second porous filter wall 

having a second greater density; 

b) 1 biological filtration element including a frame, the 
frame being positioned between the first porous filter 
wall and (be second parous filter wall of the replaceable 
filler article. 

17, A method of filtering aquarium waler, the method 
comprising: 

a) providing a filler article configured lo mechanically 
filler water, the filter article including: 

0 a first porous filter watt having a first density; and 
ii) I second porous filler wall spaced ip*rt from I he first 

porous fitter wall, tbe second porous fitter wall 

having a second greater density; 

b) filtering aquarium water through the filter article; and 

c) replacing the filter article wb«n the first and second 
porous filter walls become clogged with retained par- 



II. Araethod according lo daim 17, further including the 
50 step of positioning a frame within an interior region of the 
fiber article, tbe interior being acfioed by the first and second 
porous filter walls. 

19, A method according to claim 18, wherein the step of 
positioning the frame includes posh inning a frame having a 



10, A filler article according lo claim « wherein me « surface arei configured to provide biologic*] flhrMioo of (he 



polymeric foam material of the second filter wall has a 
density of from about 20 to about 45 ppi. 

U. A filter article accenting to claim 1, wherein the first 
and second Spaced apart porous filler wall* define an interior 



12. A filter article according to claim U. wherein, the 
interior volume ts tiled and configured for receipt of a 
frame. 

13. A water filter article, comprising: 

a) a first porous filter wall for filtering liquid flowing into 
the filter article; 



aquarium water. 

20. A method according to claim 19, wherein the step of 
replacing the filter article further includes removing the 
frame from the interior region of the filter article and placing 

» toe frame into s new replacement filter article* 

21 , A method according to cliim 17. wfoflrin the step of 
filtering aquarium water through the filter article includes 
circulating Water within an interior volume defined by the 
first and second porous filler waits. 
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March 1,2004 

Mr. Joseph P. Curran 
Imagine Gold 
60 Romanelli Avenue 
South Hackensack>NJ 07606 

Re: M&G Ref No,: 12742.0096USAA 

Dear Mr. Curran: 

Merchant & Gould represents Tetra with respect to its intellectual property 
matters, including its patents. 

Tetra is a leading developer and manufacturer of aquatic products. Tetra's 
reputation for high quality products and innovative technology is well recognized in the 
industry. 

We are taking this opportunity to notify you that our client, Tetra, owns various 
patents relating to filter products. You may wish to familiarize yourself with than. Tetra 
has invested considerable time and cost in developing its inventions, and it is important 
that such investments be maintained. Enclosed is a copy of U.S. Patent No. 6,692,637, 
which has been granted to Tetra* The patent relates to filter products {claims 1-17) and 
methods of filtering aquarium water (claims 18-22). We ask that you consider and respect 
the intellectual property rights owned by Tetra when designing and selling your filter 
products. 

If you have any questions or wish to discuss the enclosed patent, or any other 
patents owned by Tetra, please contact me directly at 612-336-4720. 




'Schuman 
MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 

Enclosure: U.S. Patent No. 6,692,637 

i Mtnattpoln/Si. Paul 
Drum 

cc: Tetra 
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1 7. A method of filtering aquarium water, 
the method comprising: 


imagine Gold advertises the Bio 3 
Disposable Filter Cartridges for use with 
several different aquarium filters. Ex. D. 


a) providing a filter article configured to 
mechanically filter water, the filter article 
including: 


The Bio 3 Disposable Filter Cartridges are 
a filter article that mechanically filters 
water- In fact, Imagine Gold advertises 
that the Bio 3 Disposable Filter Cartridges 
have 3 stages of filtration, including a 
mechanical stage. Ex. D. 


i) a first porous filter wall having a first 
density; and 


The Bio 3 Disposable Filter Cartridges 
include a first porous filter wall that has a 
first density. Imagine Gold labeled this 
wall as Stage 3 on Imagine Gold's 
advertisements (Ex. D) 7 and appears as a 
blue insert in the actual product. Ex. E. 


ii) a second porous filter wall spaced apart 
from the first porous filter wall, the second 
porous filter wall having a second greater 
density; 


The Bio 3 Disposable Filter Cartridges 
include a second porous filter wall that has 
a second density. Imagine Gold labeled 
this wall as Stage 1 on Imagine Gold's 
advertisements (Ex. D), and appears as a 
white insert in the actual product. Ex. E. 
The second porous filter wall is a white 
insert that has a higher density than the first 
porous filter wall has. The second porous 
filter wall is spaced apart from the first 
porous filter wall. Ex. E. 


b) filtering aquarium water through the 
filter article; and 


Imagine Gold advertises the Bio 3 
Disposable Filter Cartridges for use in 
filtering aquarium water in several different 
aquarium filters. Ex. D. 


c) replacing the filter article when the first 
and second porous filter walls become 
clogged with retained particles. 


Imagine Gold advertises replacing Bio 3 
Disposable Filter Cartridges when the filter 
walls become clogged with retained 
particles. Ex. D. For example, Imagine 
Gold recommends "When the Bio 3 
Cartridge needs changing, remove used 
Cartridge and open Frame by pushing up 
on Lock Tab (fig. B). Discard used 
Floss/Carbon Bag. Briefly rinse new 
Floss/Carbon Bag and place into the Frame 
. . " Ex. D> Imagine Gold also 
recommends that "an excessively dirty 
sponge" be discarded and replaced with a 
"new one for uninterrupted biological 
filtration." Ex. D. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 



TETRA HOLDINGS (US), INC., 
Plaintiff, 



v. 



IMAGINE GOLD LLC, 



Defendant. 



Civil Action No. 04-1252(JCL) 

ANSWER WITH 
SEPARATE DEFENSES 



Defendant, Imagine Gold LLC ("Imagine"), by way of Answer to the 
Complaint of Tetra Holdings (US), Inc. ("Tetra"), says: 

The Parties 

1. Upon information and belief, Imagine admits the allegations of 
paragraph 1 of the Complaint. 

2. Imagine admits the allegations of paragraph 2 of the Complaint. 

Jurisdiction 



3. Imagine admits the allegations of paragraph 3 of the Complaint. 



4. Imagine admits the allegations of paragraph 4 of the Complaint. 

5. Imagine admits the allegations of the first sentence of paragraph 5 of 
the Complaint. Inasmuch as Imagine denies that its product is infringing, Imagine 
denies the allegations of the second sentence of paragraph 5 of the Complaint. 

Background 

6. Imagine admits that Tetra is the owner of United States Patent No. 
6,692,637 attached as Exhibit A to the Complaint, and denies the remaining 
allegations of paragraph 6 of the'Complaint. 

7. Imagine lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as 
to the truth of the allegations of paragraph 7 of the Complaint and consequently the 
same are deemed denied. 

8. Imagine admits the allegations of paragraph 8 of the Complaint. 

9. Imagine lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as 
to the truth of the statement alleged in the first sentence of paragraph 9 of the 
Complaint, admits that it was aware of the '637 Patent which it did not infringe, 
and that Imagine has endeavored to sell its Bio 3 filter cartridge. 

Claim 1 (Patent Infringement) 

10. Imagine repeats and restates its answer to paragraphs 1 through 9 of 
the Complaint as if set forth fully herein. 

1 1 . Imagine denies the allegations of paragraph 1 1 of the Complaint. 

12. Imagine denies the allegations of paragraph 1 2 of the Complaint. 



1 3 . Imagine denies the allegations of paragraph 1 3 of the Complaint. 

14. Imagine denies the allegations of paragraph 14 of the Complaint. 

15. Upon information and belief, Imagine denies the allegations of 
paragraph 1 5 of the Complaint. 

FIRST SEPARATE DEFENSE 
Imagine does not infringe and has not infringed any valid claim of the '637 
Patent. 

SECOND SEPARATE DEFENSE 

The '637 patent is invalid, unenforceable, and/or void because: 

(a) The invention claimed therein fails to satisfy the requirements of one 
or more of 35 U.S.C. §§ 101, 102, and 103; 

(b) The specification fails to satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. 

(c) during the prosecution of the application therefor, the applicant and/or 
his agents and representatives failed to comply with the requirements of one or 
more of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98. 

THIRD SEPARATE DEFENSE 
The Compliant fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted. 



WHEREFORE, Imagine demands judgment: 

a. Dismissing the Complaint; 

b. For an award of costs against Plaintiff; and 



c. Such other relief as the Court may deem equitable and just, including 
an award of attorneys' fees. 

JURY DEMAND 

Imagine demand trial by jury as to all issues. 



DATED: May 10, 2004 

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO L. CIV. R. 11.2 

I certify that the subject matter of the above entitled action is also the 
subject matter of the action entitled Imagine Gold LLC v. Tetra Holdings (US) Inc., 
District of New Jersey, Civil Action No. 04-1550, with which Magistrate Judge Falk 
has indicated this action will be consolidated. 



CARELLA, BYRNE, BAIN, GILFILLAN, 
CECCHI, STEWART & OLSTEIN 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 




DATED: May 10, 2004 




